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Recreation Park Trailer Measuring

This Standards News Bulletin is intended to address the issues associated with measuring the size and
calculating the square footage of a Recreation Park Trailer (RPTs). RPTs built by RVIA members for sale in the
U.S. must be 400 sq. ft. or less in gross trailer area. The RVIA position regarding what is included in the
measurement will continue to be based on the “shadow rule.” This rule presumes that the square footage of any
RPT or RV is based on the dimensions of a shadow cast by the unit at high noon with the roof removed. This
position derives from a 1988 HUD interpretive bulletin HUD A‐1‐88 (See attached).
When measuring the dimensions of the recreation park trailer to calculate the square footage, measurements
must be taken on the exterior. Square footage includes all siding, corner trims, moldings, storage spaces, and
areas enclosed by windows but not the roof overhang. This means bay windows are included regardless of their
height or location.
Porches, patios, decks, and enclosed door entries are not considered interior space and are not included in the
square footage calculation. This position is supported by a letter from HUD dated July 20, 1989 (see attached.)
To qualify as a porch, patio, or deck the area cannot be enclosed in any manner with the exception of guardrails
and roof supports. Also the RPT must have an exterior finish material that makes the structure useable without
the addition of the porch, patio, or deck. Porches manufactured as an integral part of the RPT must also meet all
applicable requirements in Chapter 5 of ANSI A119.5.
Loft areas with a ceiling height of less than 5’0” are not considered as part of the square footage calculation.
This position is supported by a letter from HUD dated August 1, 1997 (See attached). This means any loft floor
areas with a ceiling height of 5’0” or greater must be added to the total square footage calculation. In some cases
where the ceiling height of the loft varies from under 5 feet to over 5 feet, only that portion of the loft area(s)
that exceeds 5 feet would need to be added to the calculation. If a park trailer contains a “second story” with a
ceiling height of over 5’0” all square footage of the second story must be included in the calculation.
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RPTs with single slope roofs are permitted only if they are useable as a standalone structure. This means the
entire unit must have exterior finish material. This also means the RPT must contain a bathroom and a kitchen.
Other features that are designed to accommodate the attachment of an entire additional structure (double wide)
would not be permitted. For example a RPT with a single slope roof could not contain a loft without a staircase
or vice versa. Another example would be a RPT that has a bathroom door that only opens to the exterior.
A step by step procedure for measuring RPTs and calculating their square footage is outlined below:
1. Measure the main box dimension (length and width) corner to corner. Determine the square footage of
the main box including all siding, corner trim, moldings, etc.
2. Measure any bay windows, walk in bays or other projections that extend beyond the basic main box.
Determine the square footage of the projections including moldings, trim, etc.
3. Measure the floor area of any loft area where the ceiling height is 5’0” or greater. This may only be a
portion of the loft area. Determine the square footage of the qualifying loft area.
4. Determine the square footage of any voids created when the "basic box" was measured. A "void" is
usually present when measuring the basic box from corner molding to corner molding. The void is
created by the protrusion of the corner molding and can be seen between the measuring tape and the
exterior siding. [Note: To determine the square footage of voids, first determine the width of the void
(typically the thickness of the corner molding) and then the length. The length of the void must be
determined from the plan view. It will include all horizontal spaces along the exterior sidewall(s) that
contain no moldings. It is possible that a bottom molding along the length and width of a unit or a
horizontal molding between vertical and horizontal siding would eliminate any voids altogether.]
For purpose of this step the following types of moldings must be considered:
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.

corner moldings
window moldings
door moldings
bottom moldings
horizontal moldings.

The following need not be considered as a part of square footage: (1) shutters (2) storm windows.
[Note: It should be noted that with the common thickness of a vinyl molding being 3/8", no more than a
couple of square feet (2'-3' max.) can be gained through calculations. If the basic box and bays, etc.
exceed 403', subtracting the voids would likely not help. With a log sided unit, the molding is usually
3/4", and the most that could be gained by subtracting the voids would still not likely exceed 6 square
feet maximum.]
5. To determine the total square footage of the RPT, add the totals from steps 1, 2 and 3 above. Then
subtract this total from step 4. The total must not exceed 400.00 sq. ft.
If you have questions please contact Matt Wald.
SE12139/gg
For a copy of this bulletin or any other bulletins, please visit RVIA's web site at
http://www.rvia.org/?ESID=SNBidx2012

